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The  Classmate 


ripil  survey  of  ihe  surrouiidings.  "but  lliey’ll 
be  bock  ngain." 

With  110  sliow  of  timidity  the  uviclier 
prodtu'od  her  key  nnd  lu'ocvedi'd  to  iiuloek 
tbf  door,  but  tin-  key  would  uot  ciiUT  the 
lock— Ibe  keyhole  w.is  filled  with  a woodou 
[iliig. 

•'Them  .Tiinks  tellers  did  it."  wii.s  the 
unniiiiuous  decliiratiou  of  the  schohirs,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  teiicher,  too. 

"We  must  gel  this  piei-e  of  wood  out  of 
this."  said  Mis.i  Shijipen.  caliuly,  and  asked 
Wilson  Claire,  "Have  you  a kuifeV 

"Yes'iii,  here  it  is,"  and  he  opened  it  and 
passed  it  to  her. 

t'or  n full  half  hour  the  teacher  worked 
to  remove  the  ubstiicle.  hut  with  no  suc- 
cess, nnd  when  about  to  give  up  and  send 
for  the  services  of  some  man,  there  came  a 
loud  thump  upon  the  door  from  the  inside, 
and  the  plug  flew  out,  a key  turned  iu  the 
lock,  nnd  the  door  was  thrown  wide  open: 
and  oonfrontiug  her  stood  a young  man 
fully  six  feel  tall. 

“Walk  right  in,  Miss  Wiiat's-your-Dame, 
nil'  make  yourself  nt  home.  I’m  sorry 
you're  so  late  gettiu'  here  to  start  the 
school,"  and  he  made  a profound  how  as 
he  stepped  to  one  aide  to  let  her  puss.  "But 
if  you  don't  get  here  earlier  in  tlie  future 
we'll  have  to  he  gettin’  another  teacher." 

"Good  morning,  Mr.  Buddy  ; I am  glad 
you  got  here  so  early,  and  lioiie  I may  al- 
ways find  you  so  punctual  in  your  uttend- 
naet’.”  answered  the  teoclicr  as  she  passed 
into  the  room,  nnd  by  the  dim  light  saw 
tea  or  a dozen  other  young  men  seated  at 
tlie  desks,  and  apparently  studiously  at 
work,  although  the  shutters  were  closed 
and  the  room  hut  dimly  lighted. 

iTu  hr  contiiHifd.) 


the  Kentucky  preacher,  to  come  over  one 
hundred  miles  to  preach  a sermon  over  the 
grave  of  his  mother.  The  boy  truly  loved 
mother  when  he  put  forth  this  great 
effort  to  have  a ineuiurinl  sermon  preached. 
1 fancy  1 see  the  little  teu-yeiir-old  Iwy 
writing  nnd  rewriting  the  letter,  being  the 
first  one  be  ever  wrote,  to  Mr.  Klkiu.  No 
matter  bow  poorly  it  was  written  or  com- 
posed, it  conveyed  the  desired  message,  and 
hether  it  was  the  terms  of  the  letter  or 
the  great  love  the  hoy  luaiiifcsted  for  his 
mother,  the  good  parson  came  some  seven 


An  Intereeting  Question  Concern- 
ing Abraham  Lincoln  L 
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COMI’AHlN’ti  Abroham  Liiicolu's 
early  life  with  the  hoys  of  the 
present  time,  there  arises  Ihe  ques- 
tion. How  was  it  he  became  PresiUeut  of 
the  I'nited  States?  How  is  it  “our  hoys" 
with  golden  opportunities  accomplish  so 
little?  Even  those  who  graduate  from  high 
sehuols  and  colleges  know  very  little  uud 
often  are  puzzled  over  the  simplest  ques- 
liuu'.  What  is  the  trouble?  You  answer 
the.v  had  good  tenchet-s,  and  books — your 
eyes  quickly  see  piles  of  beautiful,  enter- 
Iniiiiug,  instructive  books,  gay  with  biud- 
iiigs  and  pictures,  ready  at  commaud;  nev- 
ertlicless,  you  say.  “O,  they  know  so  Ut- 
ile !" 

By  investigatiug  matters  it  is  learned 
that  "our  hoys"  are  giving  their  beat  at- 
l'■llliun  to  daueiiig,  curd-playing,  and  smok- 
ing, pleasures  uiikuowu  to  Abrahani  Lin- 
coln. The  time  spent  by  "our  boys"  in 
sowing  wild  oats,  so  to  siicak,  was  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  precious  uioiueiits  for  read- 
ing and  studying.  Many  a boy  furnished 
with  no  better  light  than  Abraham  Lin- 
cold  bnd  for  rending  would  have  eased  his 
consciniice  by  saying  the  tight  was  not 
siillii'ieiit  for  his  wants.  Abraham  Lincoln 
did  uot  think  about  what  he  was  dei; 
but  put  forth  his  heat  efforts  to  be  a noted 

"Our  boys"  frequently  get  discouraged 
when  they  cannot  continue  their  studies  at 
some  school,  college,  or  university,  and, 
giving  up  cherished  plans,  they  have 
ambition  for  filling  any  ixksition  in 
Would  they  dream  of  being  the  President 
of  tlie  United  Slates  if  they  had  been  per- 
mitted to  attend  school  only  a few  mo: 
of  their  life? 

The  question  again  presents  itself.  How 
srn.s  it  that  .Abralinm  Lincoln  filled  the 
highest  office  in  our  country  with  groat 
honor?  Some  one.  not  acquainted  with 
the  people  who  lived  in  Ifltffl,  ha.s  said  they 
had  no  good  material  from  which  to  select 
a President  in  those  days.  A little  study 
on  the  subject  will  reveal  there  were  rich 
men.  educated  men.  ami  talented  men 
would  have  considered  it  a great  honor  to 
have  served  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Considering  only  three  charaett 
that  aided  in  making  Abmhnm  Li 
coin  a noble  man.  we  can  readily  see  how 
he  secured  his  hisb  calling.  Ho  wr 
good  man,  he  was  an  honest  lunn.  and  be 
was  a truthful  man. 

.\brnhnm  Lincoln  being  favored  with  a 
di>ep,  broad,  living  conscience  that  told  him 
what  was  good.  bnd.  right,  nnd  wrong,  he 
made  no  mistake  in  his  decision;  He  loved 
bis  mother,  and  when  she  died  and 
buried  under  the  shade  of  a spreading  and 
majestic  sycainore  he  worried  because 
there  was  no  man  of  Ood  to  conduct  fu- 
neral ceremonies,  and  .shortly  afterward 
he  asked  the  great  favor  of  Parson  Elkin, 


or  eight  months  afterward  ami  preached 
the  desired  sermon  at  the  grave  of  Mrs. 
Nancy  Lincoln  in  the  pre.sence  of  some  two 
liiinilred  persons.  The  trouble  with  many 
of  our  young  men  to-day  is  that  they  do 
not  honor  their  pari'iits  and  will  not  bo 
iiuiglit  by  tlic-iu.  O that  wc  might  hear 
Them  saying  the  words  of  Abraham  Liu- 
lohi.  “.Ml  that  I am,  or  hoiie  to»he,  I owe 
to  my  angel  mother"! 

Abraham  Lincoln’s  greatest  pleasure  was 
studying,  hut  he  never  neglecleil  his  task, 
however  nnweleome.  He  early  learned' 
the  use  of  the  nx.  ihe  maul,  and  the  wedge. 
The  true  rule  of  his  life  was  to  do  one’s 
level  best,  leaving  the  rest  to  take  care  of 
itself.  Splitting  rails  nnd  billets  of  wood 
hardened  his  sinews  and  exercised  his 
whole  being,  so  that  he  needed  no  L'Ua* 
iiastie  practice. 

Ahrubam  I.ineolu  never  addieie^d  himself 
to  any  of  the  mile  vices  of  his  day.  When 
a boy  he  di.slikcd  profanity,  and  when  be 
heenme  President  he  often  tried  to  reason 
with  men  ahont  its  awful  sin.  and  when 
they  would  not  listen  to  him  in  a becom- 
ing manner  they  were  dismissed  from  his 
presence. 

Abrahiiiu  Lincoln  was  a temperance 
man.  It  is  staled  that  he  never,  evei 
the  day  of  his  death,  could  be  induced  to 
partake  of  spirits  or  wine.  Was  it  be- 
cause  he  was  not  tempted?  No,  indeed! 
During  his  early  life  often  after  delighting 
his  friends  witli  je.sts  and  stories  they 
would  ask  him  to  drink,  hut  he  always  re- 
fused. Even  when  he  received  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  pre.sideney  he  held  firmly  to 
his  views  with  which  he  started  life.  He 
is  to  be  honored  for  his  courage  in  retui 
Ing  the  wines  sent  him  at  the  announce- 
ment of  his  nomination.  Who  would  do 
it  to-day?  The  politician  of  the  present 
time  is  afraid  to  do  this  or  that  for  fear  of 
offending  his  iiiHuential  friends.  O chat 
more  men  might  learn  bow  miserable  life 
is  made  by  drunkenness  and  moderate  tip- 
pling, and  would  determine  not  to  drink! 
No  one  can  deny  the  fact  but  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  his  friends  were  better 
prepared  to  tniiisnet  business  by  drinking 
the  spring  water  than  any  other  body  of 
men  who  bnd  similar  dutie.s  to  perform. 

Abralinm  Lincoln  was  an  honest  man. 
Tliere  are  a great  many  honest  people 
who  do  qiic.stionnhie  nets  in  biisii 
How  few  merchants  and  clerks  are 
to-day  like  .Mn-nhiini  Lincoln!  It  i.s 
memhered  when  he  was  managing  Offiitl’s 
.store  in  New  Knb-in  that  late  one  night  be 
found  when  eonnting  his  ca.sh  that  he  had 
taken  n few  cents  from  a customer  more 
than  was  due.  nnd  when  ho  closed  the  store 
he  walked  a long  distum-c  to  make  good 
the  deficiency.  What  would  our  young 
men  do?  In  ninny  cases  mistakes  are  not 
corrected,  e.specinlly  when  it  means  n long 
walk  nfter  clo.sing  the  store.  Merehnnt* 
and  clerks  may  laugh  nt  Abraham  Lincoln 
weighing  a little  ten  that  was  due  a wom- 
an and  carrying  it  to  her  when  he  dis- 
eovered  he  had  weighed  out  too  little  for 
her  because  a wrong  weight  bnd  been 
placed  on  the  scales.  Did  I hear  some  one 
Bay.  "That  was  going  too  far;  I wonid 
never  do  that?”  Shall  we  make  a little 


pruphccy’t  If  uiuuy  inustakes  iu  weights 
uud  mcnsiires  are  uot  currccted  uo  busiuess 
will  eujoy  a long  prosperity.  Uuly  to-day 
I was  asked  where  uiy  [leople  buy  butler; 
my  answer  was  givcu ; aud  the  remark  fol- 
lowed, “I  did  buy  of (one  of  the  1m-sC 

established  slore.s  in  the  cuuutry),  but 
every  order  they  filled  for  me  there  was  uu 
uuuce  or  two  short  in  the  weight.  I would 
nut  stand  that,  did  uot  say  auytblug  to 
them,  but  1 buy  somewhere  else  now.  They 
have  good' butter.  OI"  The  store  is  well 
equipped  with  civil,  pulieui,  alert  clerks  to 
handle  the  best  branded  guod.s  and  one 
would  think  it  was  just  the  place  to  trade, 
but  ns  the  wealthy  gentloroau  I have  re- 
ferred to  buys  at  the  store  where  he  euii 
get  good  weight,  so  there  are  many  others 
who  do  till-  same.  The  tnereliaiil  may 
laugh  nnd  consider  himself  very  succcs-sful 
nt  the  Cricks  he  playti,  hut  iu  time  he  may 
find,  when  it  is  Coo  late,  chut  he  Inis  not 
many  persons  to  piny  with. 

How  niueli  of  the  anxiety  mid  crime  of 
this  world  might  be  averted  if  people  were 
only  honest!  There  were  limes  wlien 
Abralinm  Lincoln  migbt  have  heeii  very 
much  embarrassed  if  be  bnd  not  held  sa- 
cred what  he  was  intrusted  with.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  time  when  an  agent  of 
rlip  Post  Offioe  Deimrtment  liimlod  him  up 
and  demanded  the  small  baliinee  due  to  the 
governjnent  from  the  New  Salem  past 
olfir-c,  .\  friend,  who  was  with  Mr.  Lin-  I 
coin,  feared  he  could  not  aeeount  for  the  | 
funds  and  called  him  aside  and  offi-rcd  t 
loan  him  the  sum  required:  but  Abrnbam  | 
Lincoln,  going  to  his  sleeping 
brought  out  an  old  stocking  nnd.  untying  it.  I 
pmired  on  the  table  the  exact  amount,  just  | 
ns  it  had  been  paid  to  him  in  pennies  nnd  I 
silver  pieces.  Not  a few  limes  had  he  I 
been  in  hitter  want  nnd  hard-pressed  fori 
money;  neverthelcBs.  he  would  not  touch  | 
the  receipt  of  the  little  post  office. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  a truthful  man. 
Prequeiitly  we  hear,  “Murder  will  out : 
sooner  or  later  the  truth  will  appear.  I 
These  sayings  meant  no  fear  to  Abraham  | 
Lincoln.  If  he  had  not  been  truthful  he  I 
might  have  been  annoyed  when  the  truth  I 
was  reveaied.  like  many  to-day.  For  c 
ample,  if  he  had  not  told  Mr.  Orawford  I 
the  truth  just -how  he  placed  the  book  of  | 
The  Life  of  Wnsliiiiglon  into  a cbiuk  i 
the  log  wall  of  the  caUln  i going  to  nieep  I 
after  Che  “tallow  dip"  had  burned  down)  | 
and  the  driving  storm  In  the'uighl  i ' 
it.  In  spite  of  it  being  a hard  task  for  I 
liim  to  meet  Mr.  Crawford  nnd  tell  liim  of  I 
what  had  happened  to  the  much  prized  I 
borrowed  book,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  tell  I 
the  truth  nnd  offer  his  services  to  do  what  | 
was  fair  nad  just  in  settlement. 

Abralinm  Lincoln  never  misrepresented  I 
the  truth.  Whether  lie  fold  of  his  early  I 
life  or  gave  auy  particulars  he  spoke  the  I 
truth  without  hesitancy.  Whatever  be  I 
pretended  to  be  he  was.  The  reason  but  I 
few*  people  are  succes.sfnl  to-day  is  because  I 
they  are  uot  genuine  and  sincere.  People  I 
speaking  to  you  claim  to  have  your  inter-  I 
est  at  heart,  but  when  absent  they  prove  I 
they  are  working  iu  a direction  Chat  is  not  I 
beneficial  to  you.  and  when  the  true  .state  I 
of  affairs  Ls  known  you  an*  .so  disappointed  I 
that  you  lose  confidence  in  humanity.  Only  I 
the  other  day.  while  doing  some  writing  I 
and  assisting  a certain  party.  I was  i 
ceiving  complimenta  and  promises,  and  I 
within  two  days  I was  done  a great  injus-  P 
lice  by  the  very  same  party.  When  peo- 1 
pie  act  so  unfairly  bow  are  Cby  going  to  I 
succeed?  Suppose  my  acquaiutanee  bad  I 
bceu  running  for  President  of  the  United  I 
Stales,  do  you  tbink  I would  be  jiustified  I 
in  casting  my  vote  for  a l andidate  who  I 
wa.s  not  reliable?  The  unslability  of  the  | 
present  generation  is  noticed  continually. 

Abrnhiim  Lincoln  was  unlike  the  people  | 
who  are  swayed  from  ouc  opinion  i 
other.  lieiall.  if  you  please,  when  Itogcrl 
B.  Taney.  Chief  .Justice  of  the  United  I 
States,  died  in  1S(!4.  Mr.  Lincoln’s  imme-f 
diate  friends  remonstrated  against  Mr. 
Chase  siiececding  Mr.  Tiiney.  but  Mr.  Lin- 
coln replied.  "My  friends  all  over  the  coun- 
try are  trying  to  put  up  the  bars  between 
me  nnd  Governor  riuise.  I have  a vast  | 
niimlier  of  messages  and  letters,  from  r 
who  think  they  are  my  friends,  imploring  I 
nnd  warning  mo  not  to  appoint  him.”  P 
Cea.sing  to  speak  for  a moment,  he  pointed  I 
to  a pile  of  telegrams  and  letter 
table,  and  he  said.  "Now.  I know  meaner  | 
things  about  Governor  Ubn.se  than  f 
those  men  can  tell  me.  hut  I am  going  to  I 
Dominate  him."  ITc  did  not  express  him-  f 
self  in  favor  of  their  proposition  or  make  I 
any  apology  for  bis  actions,  and  those  ad-  r 
drea.sed  knew  he  would  do  a«  he  had  said;  I 
so  when  Governor  ChMc's  appointment  I 


. made  three  later  there  wa.s  uo 

distippoiiilmeui.  .Mii)  (he  day  suuu  come 
wlieu  everyone  sluill  be  ciispirvd  to  make 
truthfulness  a cbnracien>tic  of  tlioir 

Was  uol  .Abrahaui  Liui-olu  ehoseu  I'resi- 
deut  of  the  United  Slates  lavuiise  lie  llu.^■ 
nessed  those  slerliug  qualities  that  en- 
deared him  to  ail  he  met?  Qualities  (hat 
stand  the  test  of  the  severest  trials,  uo 
matter,  if  they  come  without  waruiiig  there 
is  uo  danger  to  fear.  May  it  l>e  reuliied 
Chat  it  Is  pos.sibte  for  us  to  lie  Just  a.s 
good,  just  as  hiiue.st,  aud  just  ui>  truthful 
as  Ahrahani  Liueolii! 
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